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There is a danger that must be avoided. If historians of science were to investigate
past practices and beliefs only insofar as those practices and beliefs resemble modern
science, the result would be serious distortion. We would not be responding to the past
as it existed, but examining it through a modern grid. If we wish to do justice to the
historical enterprise, we must take the past for what it was. And that means that we must
resist the temptation to scour the past for examples or precursors of modern science. We

must respect the way earlier generations approached nature, acknowledging that

although it may differ from the modern way, it is nonetheless of interest because it is

part of our intellectual ancestry. This is the only suitable way of understanding how we
became what we are. The historian, then, requires a very broad definition of
“science”—one that will permit investigation of the vast range of practices and beliefs
that lie behind, and help us to understand, the modern scientific enterprise. We need to
be broad and inclusive, rather than narrow and exclusive; and we should expect that the
farther back we go, the broader we will need to be.

(David C. Lindberg, The Beginnings of Western Science, 2nd ed., The University of
Chicago Press, 2007 7> & —¥#2k 28 L CTHY)
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