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Let me first say a few words on the great controversy of the present day with regard
to the higher education, the difference which most broadly divides educational reformers
and conservatives; the vexed question between the ancient languages and the modern
sciences and arts; whether general education should be classical - let me use a wider
expression, and say literary - or scientific. ... This question, whether we should be taught

the classics or the sciences, seems to me, | confess, very like a dispute whether painters

should cultivate drawing or colouring, or, to use a more homely illustration, whether a

tailor should make coats or trousers. I can only reply by the question, why not both? Can

anything deserve the name of a good education which does not include literature and
science too? If there were no more to be said than that scientific education teaches us to
think, and literary education to express our thoughts, do we not require both? ... We are
not obliged to ask ourselves whether it is more important to know the languages or the
sciences. Short as life is, and shorter still as we make it by the time we waste on things
which are neither business, nor meditation, nor pleasure, we are not so badly off that our
scholars need be ignorant of the laws and properties of the world they live in, or our
scientific men destitute of poetic feeling and artistic cultivation.

(John Stuart Mill, Inaugural Address delivered to the University of St. Andrews, Feb. 1
1867 X 0 Hi#y)
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